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Soviets disband 
Krishna group, 



B>' Alisos Sxnale 


MOSCOW — AotboriOes have bro- 
ken up £ Hare Krtsbaa-sact bere^d 
have -punisbed two of its Jaaders.'S 
week)y magazine reponed yesterday.' 
it warned other citizens of the off)- 
cia3)y atheist Soviet Dnion mot to 
dabble it such "ideological -diver- 
sions." 

The repon in Nedelya magazme 
was the first word that .a Hare Knsb- 
he group had beet ret up in the 
capita; and also marked a rare offr 
cia) acknowledgement that some So- 
' lets have been enractec to Oriental- 
style mysticism instead of 
communism. 

According 10 Nedelya. the sect 
nere was staned under the guidance 
of an American. Robert Campaniola 
whoiTi the magazine described as a 
"former CIA mar.'" specializing .in 
ideojogics) propaganda 
After the group was uncovered the 
magazine said, members Vladimir 
KntskA , 3 ;, and Sergei Kurkin 25 
were tried and convicted of propa-' 
gating "STrongly anti-communist 
leachings." Nedelya said they were 
renienced but did not sav what the 
punishment was. 

The anicie ended w»ith axall for an 
■ uncompromising .struggle" ugainsi 
"ideoiogicai diversions" like the Hin- 
du-derived ideoiog>’ espoused bv the 
Hare Krishna -seen 


of»« Jinkrthe' 
toinegal jiCDvities, arecommoii 
^ress-iand xlear)^' ,.BTe 
^tended to warn nttzetts^way^f^jn 
niigious groups, peace JDaveaents 
-inatiack efftcia) epprovaJ.and other 
^ODoozilorntist pbenoznena. 

_Tbe tone of the article also refiect- 
•« two principles said lo be empha- 
Communist Pam leader 
- the'need for 
ngio adherence jo orthodox commu- 
^“d^exposure of w^knesses in 

_ Formally called the IniemaPona) 
Socien for Kristme Consciousness 
int,, and famous for the saffron- 
tro^ faithful who beg at airports 
-and other public places. Hare Krish- 
na says It has hundreds of thousands 
of members in 35 countries. 

it was founded in Neu- York in 1965 
and takes its name from the Hindu 
■oeity Krishna, said .10 have been the 

•eighth iacamation of ihe.god Visb- 

-21U. 


Nedelya l^kn ns lOOO-word sion’ 
with a desmptioD of Campaniola sit- 
ting in a Moscow apanmeni dressed 
in white robes and receiving the 
adoration of his followers. 

Ji went on to contend that the 
seaioD was doing "pathological dam- 
age" to the mental health of three 
other group members, 'identified 
onli’ es Siavfc.S.. Yura K. and Lena P. 

Nedelya described the case of Lena 
P. at length, sairing she was a: top 
student at Moscow’s 'prestigious 
Sports Institute until tier involve- 
jsem with Hare Krishna made-lier 
■"unbalaDoed.*’ 

. "^be began showing hatred forJher 

parents."- the magasue 
that she refused meaffish. egfs«Dd 
etbenoods."~iortnnng herself with a 
•iiaily fast.aod . . . constantly murmur- 
ing some unimelligibie wordsrL>, . 

The cautionary ule ended with 
Lena's expulsion from the SporiMo- 
stinite and with her mother Cjing. 
nevmg been re.iected by her daugh- 
ter. 
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